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PROGRAM OUTLINE 2023-2024  

YEAR   SEM   COURSE   

CODE  

COURSE TITLE  

  

  

  

CREDITS  

  

  

  

FY I  WAPOLMJ111/ 

WAPOLMN111 

 

Introduction to Political Theory 3 

II WAPOLMJ121/ 

WAPOLMN121 

Political Concepts and Values 

 
3 

  

PROGRAMME SPECIFIC OUTCOME (PSOs) At the end of the programme, a B. A.  

Political Science graduate will be able to:   

  

PSO1: To give an overview of various concepts namely: rights, structure, function of government, 

parliament, judiciary, administration, local self-government and the nature of constitutional process.  

  

PSO2: The graduate will be able to elaborate on essential political theories and concepts. Moreover, they 

will analyse political phenomena, including international relations and foreign policy.  

  

PSO3: Graduates will also develop communication skills that are backed by extensive research, this will 

help them write and make better political arguments coherently, logically and persuasively.   

  

PSO4: Whilst unfolding a political mindset, graduates can leverage various forms of media such as short 

films, documentaries and podcasts to expand their textual and audio-visual content.  

  

PSO5: Articulate concepts by designing and conducting research on political and interdisciplinary 

topics.   

  

PSO6: A degree in Political Science will help graduates make successful careers in civil services and 

perform remarkably in other competitive examinations, as well as to strive in the Social Development 

and Media sector.   
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PSO7: Through field visits, interactive sessions and various other activities the students will gain hands-

on experience thus building a bridge with the theoretical knowledge and framework.  

  

PSO8: Students will develop an understanding of the contemporary political mechanism, through the 

evolution of the State, the role of economy, society, culture, and political and non-political organizations.   

 

 

 

PREAMBLE 

 

Wilson College has implemented NEP 2020 in this academic year of 2023-24. The exercise of 

restructuring the syllabus for FYBA as per NEP guidelines and framework was undertaken. Under this 

structure, the Department of Political Science will offer – 

 

Major and Minor – Paper I: Political Theory 

Semester I: Introduction to Political Theory 

Semester II: Political Concepts and Values 

 

Paper II: Politics in India 

Semester I: Indian Political Structure 

Semester II: Political Process in India 

  

SEC – Political Communication and Leadership 
Semester I: Political Communication 

Semester II: Political Leadership 

  

VEC – Introduction to Values of the Indian Constitution 
  

OE – General Introduction to Law 

Semester I: Fundamentals of Law 

Semester II: Dimensions of the Indian Legal Framework 

 

IKS – Ancient Indian Statecraft 

 

Paper I introduces Political Theory to students, wherein Semester I will familiarise students with the 

basic Principles of Political Theory,  and Semester II provides an overview of the political concepts and 

values. The modules of this course are designed to give a complete and in-depth understanding of the 

broader frame of political theory. 
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PROGRAM(s): F.Y.B. A  SEMESTER: I 

Course:  Introduction to 

Political Theory Course Code: WAPOLMJ111/ WAPOLMN111 

Teaching Scheme  Evaluation Scheme  

Lectures 

(Hours per 

week)  

Practical 

(Hours per 

week)  

Tutorial 

(Hours per 

week)  

Credit  

  

Continuous  

Assessment  

(CIA) Marks 40 

 

Semester End  

Examination (Marks- 60)  

 3  NA   NA  3 40 60 

Learning Objectives:  

 

1. To introduce students to essential principles, concepts and ideologies of Political Science. 

2. To develop an understanding of the society through the lens of political theory 

3. To help students identify the relationship of theoretical concepts and ideas with actual political practice.  

Course Outcomes:   

At the end of the course, the learner will be able to:   

CO1: define various normative concepts of political theory. 

CO2: examine State and it's elements  

CO3: interpret power and its implications 

CO4: examine basic concepts and ideologies 
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                                            DETAILED SYLLABUS 

Course  

Code Unit  

Unit    

 Introduction to Political Theory 

Credits/ 

Lectures  

Module I     
Nature and Approaches of Political Theory 

11 

lectures 

  1.1   Defining Politics 02 

  1.2  Traditional Approaches: Normative and Empirical, 

Behavioural 

 

05 

  1.3   Feminist and Marxist Approach 04 

Module II    State, Nation, Civil Society 

 

12 

lectures 

  2.1  
State 

 
06 

  2.2  Nation 

 

04 

  2.3   
Civil Society 

02 

Module 

III 

  Political Concepts 10 

lectures 

  

  3.1  Citizenship 03 

  3.2  Power  05 

  3.3  Authority and Legitimacy 02 

Module IV     Ideologies  12 

lectures 

  4.1  Liberalism  03 

  4.2  Socialism 06 

  4.3  Fascism 

 

03 

 

Additional Study Material and Types of Exercises   

 Book and Film/Documentary  

 YouTube videos   
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 Research Articles, Newsletters, etc  

 Discussions and Debates  

  

   

References:  

 

Das, J. (2008) ‘State’, in Bhargava, Rajeev and Acharya, Ashok. (eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 170-187. 

 

Singh, M. (2008) 'Civil Society', in Bhargava, Rajeev and Acharya, Ashok. (eds.) Political 

Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 188-204. 

 

Menon, N. (2008) 'Power', in Bhargava, Rajeev and Acharya, Ashok. (eds.) Political Theory: 

An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 148-157. 

 

Samuel E. Finer, State and Nation Building in Europe: The Role of the Military, in Charles 

Tilly ed., The Formation of National States in Western Europe, Princeton: 

Princeton  University Press, 1975. 

 

W. O’Conner, (1994) ‘A Nation is a Nation, is a State, is a Ethnic Group, is a …’, in J.  

Hutchinson and A. Smith, (eds.) Nationalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 36-46. 

 

K. Newton, and J. Deth, (2010) ‘The Development of the Modern State ‘, in Foundations of 

Comparative Politics: Democracies of the Modern World. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, pp. 13-33. 

 

Acharya, Ashok. (2008) 'Liberalism’, in Bhargava, Rajeev and Acharya, Ashok. (eds.) Political 

Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp.  

 

Kumar, S. (2008) 'Socialism’, in Bhargava, Rajeev and Acharya, Ashok. (eds.) Political 

Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 244-257. 

 

Image, K. (2004) 'The End of the Nation State', L. Lechner, F. J and Boli, J (eds.) The 

Globalization Reader. Oxford: Blackwell, cha. 29. 

 

Ozkirimli, U. (2000) ‘Theories of Nationalism: A Critical Introduction’. Palgrave  

\ 

Marsh and Stoker for Approaches to the Study of Political Theory 

    Oxford Handbook of the History of Nationalism Edited by John Breuilly,2013 

   Abbas, Hoveyda and Ranjay Kumar, Political Theory, Pearson,2012 

        Citizenship: Dialogues and Perception, Sage Publications, New Delhi-2005 
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Chandhoke, Neera, State and civil society: Explanations in Political Theory, Sage Publications,   

   New Delhi ,1995 

Heywood, Andrew, politics, Palgrave Foundations, New York 2002 

Verma,S.P,Modern Political Theory ,Mac mill 

  

(Reference list shall updated) 
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PROGRAM(s): F.Y.B. A  SEMESTER: II 

Course:  

 Political Concepts and 

Values Course Code: WAPOLMJ121/WAPOLMN121 

Teaching Scheme  Evaluation Scheme  

Lectures 

(Hours per 

week)  

Practical 

(Hours per 

week)  

Tutorial 

(Hours 

per week)  

         Credits  Continuous  

Assessment  

(CIA) (Marks- 

40) 

Semester End  

Examination (Marks-

60) 

 3  NA   NA  3  40 60 

Learning Objectives:  

  

1. To understand values such as Justice, Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity and their position 

in the contemporary world.  

2. To develop the ability to analyze political issues with the aid of conceptual understanding. 

3. To encourage critical and reflective thinking and interpretation of socio-political practices 

through a relevant conceptual tool kit.     

  

Course Outcomes:  

  

At the end of the course, the learner will be able to: 

CO1: examine different types of Democracy. 

CO2: correlate important political values and concepts with socio-political issues and practices.   

CO3: distinguish between various kinds of rights. 

CO4: analyze values like Justice, Liberty, and Equality and their implications in the polity. 
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DETAILED SYLLABUS 

  

   Unit   Political Concepts and Values  Lectures  

Module I     Democracy 12 lectures 

  1.1  Democracy- Meaning and Evolution 

 

03 

  1.2  
Types: Direct and Indirect 

05 

  1.3   
Challenges to Democracy  

 
04 

Module II    Justice  11 lectures 

  2.1  
Meaning and Changing Nature  

03 

  2.2  
Procedural and Substantive Justice 

 
04 

  2.3   Distributive Justice 04 

Module III    
Political Values 

12 lectures 

  3.1  Liberty 04 

  3.2  Equality 05 

  3.3  Fraternity 03 

Module IV    Rights 10 lectures 

  4.1  Evolution of Rights 03 

  4.2  Kinds of Rights 04 

  4.3  Theories of Rights 03 

  

 

Additional Study Material and Types of Exercises   

 Book and Film/Documentary  

 YouTube videos   

 Research Articles, Newsletters, etc  

 Discussions and Debates  
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References:  

 

Srinivasan, J. (2008) ‘Democracy’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: 

An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 106-128. 

 

Owen, D. (2003) ‘Democracy’, in Bellamy, R. and Mason, A. (eds.) Political Concepts. 

Manchester and New York: Manchester University Press, pp. 105-117. 

 

Christiano, Th. (2008) ‘Democracy’, in Mckinnon, C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, New 

York: Oxford University Press, pp. 80-96. 

Riley, Jonathan. (2008) ‘Liberty’ in Mckinnon, Catriona (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, New 

York: Oxford University Press, pp. 103-119. 

 

Knowles, Dudley. (2001) Political Philosophy. London: Routledge, pp. 69- 132. 

 

Swift, Adam. (2001) Political Philosophy: A Beginners Guide for Student’s and 

Politicians.Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 51-88. 

 

Carter, Ian. (2003) ‘Liberty’, in Bellamy, Richard and Mason, Andrew (eds.). Political 

Concepts. Manchester: Manchester University Press, pp. 4-15. 

 

Sethi, Aarti. (2008) ‘Freedom of Speech and the Question of Censorship’, in Bhargava, Rajeev 

and Acharya, Ashok. (eds.) Political Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, 

pp. 308-319. 

 

Swift, Adam. (2001) Political Philosophy: A Beginners Guide for Student’s and Politicians. 

Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 91-132.  

 

Talukdar, P(2008) ‘Rights’, in Bhargava, R. and Acharya, A. (eds.) Political Theory: An 

Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 88 - 104 

 

Casal, Paula & William, Andrew. (2008) ‘Equality’, in McKinnon, Catriona. (ed.) Issues in 

Political Theory. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 149- 165. 

 

Acharya, Ashok. (2008) ‘Affirmative Action’, in Bhargava, Rajeev and Acharya, Ashok. (eds.) 

Political Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 298-307. 

 

Menon, Krishna. (2008) ‘Justice’, in Bhargava, Rajeev and Acharya, Ashok. (eds.) Political 

Theory: An Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 74-86. 

 

Wolf, Jonathan. (2008) ‘Social Justice’, in McKinnon, Catriona. (ed.) Issues in Political 

Theory. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 172-187. 

 

Swift, Adam. (2001) Political Philosophy: A Beginners Guide for Student’s and Politicians. 

Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 9-48. 

 

Knowles, Dudley. (2001) Political Philosophy. London: Routledge, pp. 177-238. 
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McKinnon, Catriona. (ed.) (2008) Issues in Political Theory. New York: Oxford University 

Press, pp. 289-305. 

 

Bedau, Hugo Adam. (2003) ‘Capital Punishment’, in LaFollette, Hugh (ed.). The Oxford 

Handbook of Practical Ethics. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 705-733. 

 

Theories of Democracy-A critical Introduction by Frank Cunningham 

  

        

Modality of Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theory Examination Pattern:  

  

A. Internal Assessment- 40%- 40 Marks per paper  

  

B. External Examination- 60%- 60 Marks per paper    

 

 

Semester End Theory Examination:   

1. Duration - These examinations shall be of 2 hours duration.   

2. Theory question paper pattern:   

a. There shall be 4 questions two from each module of 12 marks one on each unit.  

b. There shall be 2 notes each of 6 marks  

c. All questions shall be compulsory with internal choice within the questions. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Sr. No.  Evaluation Type  Marks    

1  Written Objective Examination   20   

2  Assignment/ Case study/ field visit report/ presentation/ project  20  

  Total  40  
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Paper Pattern:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Question  Options  Marks  Questions Based 

on  

1  Any 1 out of 2 1x12 Unit I  

2  Any 1 out of 2 1x12 
Unit II  

3  Any 1out of 2 1x12 Unit III  

4  Any 1 out of 2 1x12 
Unit IV  

5 Any 2 out of 3 2x 6 From all four 

units 

  TOTAL  60   


	Modality of Assessment

